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Semiotic Approach
Images, Sounds, & Words -create meaning 

Denotation: Actual object / Literal / Fixed to image 

● Signifiers 

Connotation: Interpreted/ Decoding of the signifers 

● Signified 



The Image in Focus
Choose one approach to grab the audience’s 



Denotation
● B&W image of Harvey Weinstein
● Bold Text: “#MeToo”
● Use of Hashtag
● Colors: black, white, red

Decoding the Image 



Connotation
● The use of the symbol “#” before the text

= Hashtag 
Hashtags are culturally symbolic to twitter 

 - hashtags are A means to connect similar topics Happening 

    around the world. Connecting and engaging people who having

   similar conversation. 

The repetition of the text reminds us that there are multiple women 

Having similar conversations around the world.

The run off text reminds us there is continuation of this issue past 

Harvey Weinstein 

 

Decoding the Image 



#MeToo Movement 
-Founded in 2006, this movement was to help 
empower survivors of sexual violence, 
particularly WOC. Use of this hashtag spiked 
in the fall of 2017.

-The hashtag #MeToo went viral on the social 
media platform Twitter. High profile actors 
such as Alyssa Milano and Jennifer Lawrence 
such as also began to join in.

-#MeToo was a way to show the survivors 
strength in numbers

-The #MeToo movement lead to over 200 
accusations of men in higher power. including 
Harvey (celebrities, politicians, CEOs etc.) 



(Alyssa Milano tweet inspired many other A list 
celeberties to join the #MeToo movement. ) 

Twitter recognizes #MeToo movements importance on Twitter’s  
“Twitter Moments” and honors it with its own icon. (which now 
appears when it’s used) 



Connotation
Black & White image of Harvey Weinstein

-Furthers are attention to the text > women's voices are

More important

-Eyes are visible > invitation? > victim? > male gaze? 

-Lack of evidence, could be any man 

-Represents multiple men  

Use of the color Red

-often an indication for fear and danger

 

Decoding the Image Continued...



In conclusion, the denotation is 
what we physically see and the 

connotation is  the feelings being 
invoked from what we see. This 

image holds many different 
meanings depending on its viewer, 
speaking to a culture that happens 

all over the world.



*Bonus slide Semiotics & The Hashtag* 
Found this interesting video about semiotics and the # hashtag alone  !

● Where Does the #Hashtag Symbol Come From?

https://youtu.be/GpciEQHTTME

